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CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF DIVORCE IN THE SOCIETY
Divorce is one of the most social mayhems being experienced in many societies of the contemporary world. By definition, divorce refers to the legal dissolution of a marriage by a court or other competent body (Poortman, 2002). From a religious point of view, marriage is an institution which is formed by two partners, man and woman, on the basis of love. The religious marriages are characterized by wedding, the matrimonial ceremony during which the partners getting married take vows to stay together in love until death do them part. Such religious marriages have a close semblance to traditional marriages which have the same principle of uniting lovers who are expected to live together until death. Therefore, the traditional and religious marriages have the least expectation of married couples getting separated or divorced for any reason before death. However, the modern world has created a room for another type of marriage, the contract marriage in which couples are united by a contractual agreement that is witnessed and signed by a jury (Glaeser, 2014). Couples who enter a contractual marriage agree to stay together for as long the terms and conditions of such a contract are respected and adhered to by all parties. If any party violates such terms and conditions, the party is entitled to file for a divorce to dissolve the marriage. This is something that has led to the acceptance of divorce to be more socially acceptable today than ever before. Consequently, the rate of divorce nowadays is very high in virtually all parts of the world and there are a wide range of divorce causes.
One of the main causes of divorce is infidelity. In most of the sources, the researchers and authors present infidelity as the number one factor that contributes the largest majority of divorce cases across the world. Infidelity entails either one or both couples having extra-marital affairs behind their partners’ backs. These extra-marital affairs may usually thrive as long as they remain secrets without either party discovering they are being cheated on. The bitterness creeps in when the infidelity is discovered. Different couples react to their discovery of infidelity in different ways. Whereas some may resort to talking about it with their partners peacefully, other couples react violently by confronting their partners direct into their faces and not giving them any second chance (Poortman, 2002). Evidence from the existing research suggests that most couples who resort to violent confrontations with their partners after discovering they are being cheated on end up making the decision to file for divorce and consequently dissolving their marriage.
Money is another major factor that ranks high as the cause of divorce in the society. In this regard, there different aspects of money that may strain a marriage to the breaking point. One such aspect is the spending habits of the married couples. One couple may be extravagant whereas the other may be stingy. This differences between the couples’ spending habits may raise financial tension within the marriage, the tension of which may escalate to the point of making the marriage unbearable for either one or both partners and hence creating the motivation for divorce and the consequent dissolution of the marriage. Other than spending habits, the difference in the amount of money that the couples make either from business endeavors or from employment is another aspect of money that has proved to be highly contributory to many divorce cases. A situation in which one partner in a marriage makes more money than the other, power struggle is inevitable. For this matter, many authors agree that the power struggle in a marriage is highly witnessed in marriages where the wife makes more money than the husband. Though different researchers provide different explanations as to why this happens, Poortman (2002) contends that men feel insecure when their wives make more money than they do in a marriage. Because of this insecurity, men try everything possible to ensure they remain at the helm of their families. This causes a great sense of tension that ends up in couples fighting over financial power in their marriage. This tension and struggle destroys the relationship and love between partners and when the relationship grows this sore, most couples decide to file for divorce and go their separate ways by dissolving their marriage.
Another major cause of divorce that has caught the attention of many researchers is the lack of communication and constant arguments between married couples. According to Poortman (2002), communication is a very vital aspect of any kind of relationship between parties and hence good communication between couples is a key foundation of a strong marriage. The lack of good communication in a marriage quickly transcend into resentment and frustration for both partners, something that negatively affects all other aspects of a marriage. There are different methods of communication that prove to be unhealthy for couples in a marriage and which play a huge role in breaking up many marriages. Such unhealthy methods of communication in a marriage include the making of nasty comments to express oneself, talking very little throughout the day, and couples yelling at each other (Poortman, A. R. (2002). Communicating using such unhealthy methods of communication ends up towing couples into constant arguments over such matters as kids and household chores in a marriage. Incessant argument is a notorious killer of many relationships and marriages and hence contributes immensely to the high rates of divorce in many societies across the world.
Being one of the most social mayhems being experienced in many societies of the contemporary world, divorce has many serious effects in the society. Though divorce cases happen between adult couples, the problems that arise from the dissolution of such marriages largely affects the children who are forced to live with one parent or in some cases without either of their parents (Glaeser, 2014). Living with one parent is one effect of divorce that creates one of the biggest problems for children. Children in their early stages of growth and development require adequate care upbringing that requires the concerted effort and presence of both parents. According to Amato (2000), divorce denies children the opportunity to grow up under the care and warmth of both their parents, something that contributes to many children growing up without proper and adequate teaching of basic values that are required for a child to have good manners. Many of such children who are raised from divorced families become spoiled and start engaging themselves in drug abuse and other criminal activities like burglary and theft. When such children become teens, their criminal activities become intolerable by the society and they are forced to face the wrath of law. The resultant effect is the increase in the rate of teen incarceration which in turn forces the government to spend huge amounts of resources in running managing high prison populations (Gordon, 2004). Many young and energetic youths who could have served as key sources of labor in the society end up spending the better part of their lives behind bars juts because of not having been raised with proper values due to divorced parents. In addition, the government resources which could be used to fund important projects like health improvement and modern road construction end ep being spent on controlling the high rates of crimes committed by poorly raised children.
Another effect of divorce and which largely affects the many children is that children who witness the mishaps and battles between their parents that lead to divorce end up preferring to stay away from any form of social interaction or relationship (Wallersteinjan, 1989). This is because such children end up developing a long-term sense of sadness and fear that makes social relationships totally distasteful to them. This sense of fear and worry contributes significantly to the development of depression and stress among children raised in divorced families and by divorced parents. In addition, divorce has the impact of distracting the academic performance of many children by rendering them unable to concentrate on their studies. This is because the circumstances that surround divorce cases make it very tough for children in divorcing families to focus on their school work. Many children end up losing their self-confidence and becoming traumatized by the divorce events, leading to some children quitting studies and dropping out of school never to get back (Wallersteinjan, 1989). As the common adage goes, “education is the key for success” and hence by undermining the academic goals of children, divorce has the impact of limiting the chances of many children becoming successful and resourceful members of the society in their future lifetime.
In conclusion, and as it can be seen from the above literature analysis, divorce is one of the most serious social problems affecting the society today. One surprising fact unveiled through the above analysis is the fact that despite being the greatest social mayhem, divorce is more acceptable today than ever before. Though many researchers have delved into the study of the causes and effects of divorce in the society, most researchers have focused on the study of the negative effects. Only scanty attention seems to have been given to study of whether divorce have some positive impacts in the society which could be motivating more people accept divorce nowadays. Therefore, there is need for further studies to dig deeper into the issue of divorce and show whether the various circumstances of divorce have positive consequences in the society.
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